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Opinion on the Protocol itself remains more evenly split. When asked whether the 

Protocol óprovides appropriate means for managing the effects of Brexit on Northern 

Irelandô, 4
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scrutiny of the UK-EU bodies taking decisions on its implementation (71%). These 

results are almost exactly the same as in the first poll. 

 

 

Figure 3. Concerns about Brexit and the Protocol 

In the written comments, there are various concerns about the quality of information and 

debate on the Protocol. Several respondents complain about the politicisation of the 

Protocol. 

ñTruthfully, there isn't enough reliable, unbiased information without 
politicising the protocol into an orange or green issue.ò  

ñI am deeply concerned that the protocol is being misrepresented in the 
British media and that the benefits (economic and security) are not being 
exploited fully. 

ñThe protocol is the least worst outcome for NI following Brexit. Its 
negatives are being heavily overplayed and its positives downplayed by a 
number of political parties for purely political motives.ò 

Trust to manage the interests of Northern Ireland vis-à-vis the Protocol 

The adoption of the Protocol and its implementation involves a range of actors. As with 

the last poll, the only group that is trusted by a majority (56%) to manage the interests 

of Northern Ireland with respect to the Protocol are NI business representatives.  

Indeed, trust among survey respondents in the ability of all other actors to manage the 

interests of Northern Ireland in respect of the Protocol remains strikingly low (Figure 4). 

This was particularly true of the UK government in March 2021 and the results have not 

changed this time round. More than four-fifths of respondents (86%) continue to distrust 

the UK government (and 53% distrust it a lot).  
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Most respondents say they will vote in the next NI Assembly election (expected in 2022) 

for candidates who share their view. In results almost identical to the last poll, 40% say 

they will only vote for candidates in favour of the continued application of Articles 5-10 

of the Protocol; 38% say they will only vote for candidates opposed to its continued 

application. Of those who want their MLAs to oppose the Protocol, more than two thirds 

(68%) want it removed in its entirety (although this is not possible under the terms of 

the consent vote). 

There is a high level of determination among respondents to use their votes in the next 

NI Assembly election to vote for MLAs who share their view on the Protocol. 41% are 

willing to vote for different candidates to the ones they voted for in 2017 to ensure they 

vote for candidates who will vote in accordance with their view on the Protocol. The 

willingness is stronger (29%) among opponents of the Protocol compared to those if 

supportive of it (12%). Only 24% of respondents indicated that a candidateôs position in 

the next NI Assembly election is irrelevant to them. 

Options for the future 

We asked questions regarding the future of the Protocol. The responses to these reveal 

deep divisions in Northern Ireland on the subject. As noted, a prominent concern is the 

extent of the increased formalities, checks and controls on trade between Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland. One way to reduce these would be for the UK to agree to 

regulatory alignment with the EU. A majority (57%, as in March 2021) of respondents 

continues to 
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